Guide: Dissertation Sample Outline

What follows is a sample dissertation outline. While it does not cover all possibilities, it is very helpful as a starting point.

Chapter 1—Study Purpose
Introduction
Origins of the study
Purpose of the study
Research Questions
· Question 1
· Question 2
· Question 3
Definitions
Theoretical framework
Significance of the Study
Limitations of the Study
Chapter Overviews
Summary

Chapter 2—Review of Literature
	Introduction
Theoretical perspective
Literature on Question 1
Literature on Question 2
Literature on Question 3
Summary

Chapter 3—Research Methodology
Introduction
Research Goals
Qualitative Research Philosophy
Research Methodology
Research Participants
· Participant Confidentiality
Research Site
Methods of Data Collection
· Interviews
· Observations
· Artifacts
Methods of Analysis
· Data analysis chart
Trustworthiness
· Credibility
· Triangulation
· Member Checks
Ethical Issues
Summary

Chapter 4—Data Presentation and Analysis
Introduction
Data Presentation and Analysis of Theme 1 (from Research Question 1)
Data Presentation and Analysis of Theme 2 (from Research Question 2)
Data Presentation and Analysis of Theme 3 (from Research Question 3)
Summary

Chapter 5—Conclusion
Introduction
Research Findings
· Summary answer to Question 1
· Summary answer to Question 2
· Summary answer to Question 3
Implications
· For me
· For the participants
· For the research site/institution
· For teachers
· For the field
Future Research
· Methodological Findings
· What I learned about being a researcher
· Ways to improve the research methodology I employed
· The next study I plan to conduct
· Other useful follow up studies
Concluding Statement
· A final thought
