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The Dissertation Initial Defense is very straight forward. It lasts about 1 hour.

The process is as follows:

· The faculty will hold a brief pre-meeting.
· Then the dissertation writer will give a 5-minute discussion about the study covering why you are interested in it and what contribution you hope it will make. You can assume the committee has read the chapters, so just hit things that are highlights to you.
· Then the committee members will ask questions and make comments. Take notes and make sure you understand their suggestions. I’ll add thoughts as seems appropriate, but the focus here is on the readers’ response to your work.
· Near the end of the meeting we will send you to a breakout room so we can discuss the outcome. Then you should be ready to move forward with your study.


